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“Teaching, Reaching, and Making Disciples to build the Kingdom of God!” 
 

Dear New Member: 

RE: CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

First Lady Ethel M. Foster and I welcome you to the congregation of Greater Grace Worship Center.  We are so 
please that God called you to this church, a church that is filled with wonderful people who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ.   It is of the utmost importance that you have a relationship with God.  Several very important ingredients are 
prayer, church and Sunday school attendance, daily Bible reading, involvement in church activities and 
fellowship.  Our members develop a close walk with God by setting aside time in their busy schedules to get involved 
in these activities and ministries.  Our Church family looks forward to you and your family adding to God's work at 
your new home. 

We are committed to your success and our commitment has driven us to preparation to serve you.  We have 
implemented several programs to help you adjust to your new church environment, one of which is our New 
Members’ Class.  We also have the Pastoral Care Ministry. This ministry was born from a desire to give total care to 
the total church.  "Care Ministers," help us care for people effectively and carry the ideals and vision of our 
assembly.  Your Care Minister will be contacting you in the near future. 

As a new member you can expect a few things from us. We are here for you and we want you to be happily 
fulfilled.  We will do our best to serve you.  As friends, we want you to draw close to God.  As a pastor, I will preach to 
you about your life, decisions, and your direction to the things of God.  We believe you are valuable.  We believe you 
are important.  We plan each service, activity, program and year with each person in mind. Our Church slogan is “We 
Grow: Spiritually – Linking people to God; Relationally – Linking people to people; Strategically – Linking people to 
needs.” 

There are many different departments fulfilling a variety of functions within our church, which are designed to help 
you improve and develop in many areas of your life.  We encourage you to take advantage of as many ministries as 
possible.  We believe this is the place where you receive from God and give to those around you.  We have placed 
you and your family on our church membership list.  Let's work together so that the purpose of our God may be 
fulfilled through us.  Again, welcome to your new Church home! 

In Christ’s Service, 
 

Bishop David C. Foster, Sr., Pastor 
Greater Grace Worship Center  
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AFTER EACH SECTION IS A “WHAT DO YOU KNOW PAGE” THAT ASK QUESTIONS 
REGARDING THE INFORMATION GAINED FROM YOUR READING ASSIGNMENTS AND CLASS 
INSTRUCTORS.  PLEASE COMPLETE THESE PAGES AND IF YOU DON’T KNOW THE ANSWER 
TO ANY QUESTION, ASK THE INSTRUCTOR.   

 

 



 

THE CHURCH  
GOD’S BODY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Scripture:  Ephesians 4:16 King James Version (KJV)  16 From whom the whole 

body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 

according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of 

the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 
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THE CHURCH – GOD’S BODY 

 

To help you understand God’s Body, I want to look at two scriptures.  Read the scripture below 
and circle or highlight these words "Fellow citizens or Family, "Members with the Saints, of the 
Household of God," these are (3) key truths that I want to touch on quickly.  

 

Ephesians 2:18-22 - King James Version (KJV) 

18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 

19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the 
saints, and of the household of God; 

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone; 

21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 

22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

 

Also, look at 1 Peter 2:1-14 which adds to Ephesians 2:18-22 and emphasizes that we are 
precious, chosen by God, and are built up a spiritual house to offer spiritual sacrifices that are 
acceptable to God.  It also says, “We are the people of God.” 

 

1 Peter 2: 1-14 - King James Version (KJV) 
 
Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 
speakings,  
 
2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:  
 
3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.  
 
4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, 
and precious,  
 
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.  

3 | P a g e  
 



 

 
6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, 
elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.  
 

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, 
the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 
 

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the 
word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.  
 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light;  
 
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.  
 
11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul;  
 
12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against 
you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in 
the day of visitation.  
13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the 
king, as supreme;  
 
14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, 
and for the praise of them that do well. 
 

 

 

Figure 1 You have become part of a new family! 
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THE CHURCH IS A FAMILY 

Ephesians 2:18-22 says, "You are family (fellow citizens) and of the household of God."  It 
doesn't say the church is like a family, it is a family.  It’s a spiritual family.  That means we 
are all going to be related in heaven.  In fact, your spiritual family is going to outlast the blood 
family that you have here on earth.   

Now some families are small and some are big, some are weak and some are strong, some 
promote growth, etc.  The same is true of church families; some are big, some are small, etc. 
Let’s us explore what makes a healthy church family.  

 

GOD EXPECTS YOU TO BE A MEMBER OF A CHURCH FAMILY 

Notice the scripture says, "You are a member of God's very own family and you are a member 
of God's household with every other Christian." That means it's not optional, it’s God's will.     

A Christian without a church family is like a person who says, "I want to play pro baseball but I 
don't want to be a part of a team."  You can’t do it alone--we need each other to be strong in 
our Christian faith.   

The word "Church" is used in the Bible in (2) different ways.   

1st) “Church” is used to describe every Christian who has ever lived throughout history, that's 
the Universal Church.  That includes every believer all around the world.   

2nd) "Church" also refers to a Local Group or Specific Place, like the church at Corinth or 
Ephesus, or like the church here at Greater Grace, it's used in a local sense.  In fact, the word 
church is only used (4) times in the Bible to refer to a universal church, every other time you 
see the word "church" in the Bible, it's used to refer to a specific local group of believers, like 
we are. 

Once you are a born again believer (Baptized and filled with the Holy Ghost) you are 
automatically a part of God’s Universal Church, but you don't become a part of a Local Church 
Body until you make a choice and it is critical that you choose a local church to belong to.   

I will share a story I read about where a guy told a pastor of a local church…, "Luke I don’t 
need a local church, I’m part of God’s invisible church." Luke said, “Great, when you get sick, 
who visits you?  The invisible pastor?”  We need a real pastor, accountability partners, 
teachers to disciple us, and a family that is striving to live a righteous life. 

Question:  Explain the difference between the Universal Church and the Local Church and 
what part you individually play in both: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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A CHRISTIAN WITHOUT A CHURCH FAMILY IS AN ORPHAN 

It says, "…you belong in God's household with every other Christian."   

Did you know that God has given us at least 30 instructions in the New Testament that you 
can't fulfill unless you a part of a church family? 

Only in America do we have “floating believers,” people who pop around to different churches, 
"This week let's try the television church or an online church or a coffee shop church,” and they 
float around to different places.   

The Bible calls the church, “The body of Christ,” and each of us is a part of that body.  Now 
you could be the eye, ear, nose, etc.  What if your liver said, "I think this week I'll be a part of 
this body over here and the next week I'll be a part of that body over there…" Pretty soon your 
liver is going to shrivel up and die because it’s not connected to any one body.  So is your 
need to be a part of a church body so you can remain strong and grow inside of one body. 

1 Corinthians 12:12-18 New King James Version (KJV) 

12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being 
many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body—whether Jews or gentiles, whether bond or free—and have all been made to drink into 
one Spirit. 14 For the body is not one member but many. 

15 If the foot should say, because I am not a hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of 
the body? 16 And if the ear should say, because I am not an eye, I am not of the body; is it 
therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If 
the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18 But now God has set the members, 
every one of them, in the body as it has pleased Him. 

So the question is, “What is the difference between being a Christian and being a part of the 
Body of Christ?” One word, Commitment, I become a Christian by committing my life to 
Christ, but I become a member of a church family by committing myself to the ministry and 
other Christians.  The point then is that you are a part of the Body and the Body exists to 
serve. 

One of the goals of this class is to help you understand that you must commit yourself to 
Jesus Christ and to the church. 

The next question is, “What makes GGWC a family?”  On Sundays we have hundreds of 
people that gather in our building, people of different backgrounds, shapes, races, and 
intellects, so with all this diversity, “What connects the members of GGWC?”   
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We Are Connected… 

 1.  Through our Purpose (Why We Exist) 

 2.  Through our Programs (How To Get Involved) 

 3.  Through our Principles (What We Believe) 

 

Over 35 yrs. ago, the Lord gave our pastor an incredible vision “to be an effective soul winning 
church that inspires spiritual growth for new believers.”  And GGWC has become all of that and 
more.   

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
GGWC’s MISSION STATEMENT 

But a mission statement is different from the vision.  While the vision statement answers the, 
“What do you see?,” question, the mission statement answers the question, “What are you 
trying to produce?”   

Just before Jesus ascended into heaven, he gave us what we call the Great Commission,  
Matthew 28:19-20, (KJV) “Go ye therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you, and lo I will be with you always, even to the ends of the 
earth.”  Jesus doesn’t want us to ever be fuzzy about what He called us to do. 

He wants us to 1) Lead people into the faith and 2) Disciple them into maturity of the faith.  He 
wants you to give birth to believers and He wants you to grow them up to be committed followers. 
I once heard it said like this, we will disciple believers that will disciple believers to disciple even 
more believers. 

And so GGWC’s Mission Statement reads this way, “To perfect (mature) the saints, who will 
work in the ministry, and thereby edify (build up) the Body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:12) 
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW - TRUTHS ABOUT THE FAMILY OF GOD 

 

 “...You are a member of God’s very own family...and you belong in God’s household 
with every other Christian.”  Eph. 2:19 (LB)  
 
 

1. The church is a ________________________ 

 

2. God expects you to be a _______________________ of a church family. 

 

3. A Christian without a church family is a ____________________________ 

 

4. I will commit myself to________________ and to 

the____________________________  

 

5. What aligns the members of GGWC? 

 

a. Connected through our _____________________________ 

b. Connected through our _____________________________ 

c. Connected through our _____________________________ 

 

6. Write GGWC’s Mission: 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

  

8 | P a g e  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Scripture:  Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

 

THE APOSTLE’S  
DOCTRINE 
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THE APOSTLES DOCTRINE – ACTS THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH 

 “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42). 
 
Doctrine according to the dictionary means, a particular principle, position, or policy taught or 
advocated, as of a religion or government: something that is taught; teachings collectively: 
religious doctrine.  Doctrine is what we teach about God’s Word. In our day most people do 
not want sound doctrine, but they want preachers who will make them feel good (II Timothy 
4:3). Nevertheless, we must love, cherish, and obey the Word of God. Merely knowing and 
accepting the truth is not enough. In order to escape deception and condemnation we must 
have a love for the truth (II Thessalonians 2:10-12). 

Therefore, Paul admonished ministers: “Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
doctrine.... Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this 
thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee” (I Timothy 4:13, 16). “Preach the 
word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine” (II Timothy 4:2). 

By becoming established in truth, we fulfill the scriptural warnings (1) to be studious (diligent) 
workers approved of God, who are not ashamed but who rightly divide (correctly handle) the 
Word of truth (II Timothy 2:15); (2) to use Scripture profitably for doctrine, reproof, 
correction, and instruction in righteousness (II Timothy 3:16); (3) to be strong in our beliefs 
rather than tossed about by every wind of doctrine (Ephesians 4:14); and (4) to be prepared 
to give answers to everyone who asks about our faith (I Peter 3:15). 

A sincere, prayerful study of biblical doctrine will enhance spirituality. In fact, true spirituality 
can only develop from a solid understanding of God’s Word. The truth makes us free spiritually 
John 8:32 says, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  The more 
we comprehend divine principles, the more God’s power will operate in our lives and in our 
churches. 

It is an erroneous assumption to think that there is little connection between belief and 
conduct. To the contrary, inadequate or false views will definitely affect our choices and 
actions. The face is that the more we assimilate divine principles, the more Christ-like we will 
become in daily life. 

The way to attain maturity in the faith is to have a balance of doctrine and spirituality.  We 
must be zealous to hear, read, and study God’s Word, and we must be equally zealous to 
pray, worship God, and have fellowship with one another. 
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THE APOSTOLIC MESSAGE 

What important doctrines did the apostles proclaim? What should we believe, obey, and love?  
For an initial answer, let us look briefly at the Apostle Peter’s message on the Day of 
Pentecost.  It is important for several reasons: it was the first sermon of the New Testament 
church (i.e., after the outpouring of the Spirit), Jesus had ordained Peter to open the doors of 
the kingdom of heaven with this message, it had the simultaneous support of all twelve 
apostles, and it clearly proclaims how to enter the New Testament church.  Acts 2:14-21: 

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, 
Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, 
and hearken to my words: 15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it 
is but the third hour of the day. 16 But this is that which was spoken by the 
prophet Joel; 17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour 
out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 
18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of 
my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, 
and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 20 The sun 
shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and 
notable day of the Lord come: 21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

These are the teachings (doctrine) from the Word of God: 

The Bible:  It is the inspired Word of God, which gives a true history of the creation of 
heaven, earth and humanity, and contains a correct prophecy of the ages to come regarding 
heaven, earth and the destiny of humans.  Moreover, there is no salvation outside of what is 
taught in its pages.  

The doctrine of God: There is one true God (Deuteronomy 6:4).  He is the creator of heaven 
and earth and all living beings.  He has revealed himself as the Father (Creator), Son (Savior), 
and the Holy Ghost (Indwelling Spirit). (See Acts 2:17, Christ (Matthew 16:16), Creator 
(Colossians 1:16-17), God made flesh (John 1:1-14)). 

The doctrine of Jesus Christ: Jesus was born, died, was buried, and rose again for our 
salvation. He is both Lord and Messiah—both the one true God and the sinless, perfect, 
anointed Man through whom God reveals Himself to us. In other words, Jesus is the Lord 
Jehovah, the God of the Old Testament, manifested in flesh to be our Savior. (See Acts 2:21-
36; Colossians 2:9-10). 

The doctrine of salvation: We enter into the New Testament church through faith in Jesus 
as Lord and Savior, repentance from sin, water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, and the 
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baptism of the Holy Spirit with the initial sign of speaking in tongues. (See Acts 2:1-4, 36-39; 
11:13-17). 

The doctrine of holiness and Christian living: After we are saved from sin, we are 
commanded to go and sin no more (John 8:11).  We are commanded to live soberly, 
righteously and godly in this present world.  We must present ourselves holy unto God 
(Romans 12:1), cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit (II Corinthians 7:1), 
and separate ourselves from all worldliness (James 4:4).  No one can live holy by his or her 
own power, but only through the Holy Spirit.  “Ye shall receive power after the Holy Ghost has 
come upon you” (Acts 1:8). 

The doctrine of eternal judgment: It is appointed unto man to die, but after this judgment 
((Hebrews 9:27).  The Lord is coming back for His people.  We must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that everyone may receive the things done in his body, according to 
all he has done, whether it be good or bad (II Corinthians 5:10).  The righteous will inherit 
eternal life; the unrighteous will inherit eternal death. (See Revelation 22:12-21). 

THE ONENESS OF GOD 

God is absolutely and indivisibly one (Deuteronomy 6:4; Galatians 3:20). In Jesus dwells all 
the fullness of the Godhead bodily (Colossians 2:9). He is the self-revelation of the one God, 
the incarnation of the full, undivided Godhead (John 20:28; I Timothy 3:16). 

The Bible does not teach that there are three distinct persons in the Godhead or that Jesus is 
one of three divine persons.  What it says……. 

• God has revealed Himself as Father (in parental relationship with humanity), in the Son 
(in human flesh), and as the Holy Spirit (in spiritual action).  (See Deuteronomy 32:6 
and Isaiah 63:16; Luke 1:35 and Galatians 4:4; Genesis 1:2 and Acts 1:8).  

• The one God existed as Father, Word, and Spirit before His incarnation as Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God; and while Jesus walked on earth as God Himself incarnate (in person), 
the Spirit of God continued to be omnipresent (everywhere at the same time).  

• We can distinguish these two aspects of Christ’s identity, but we cannot separate them. 
The Incarnation joined the fullness of deity to complete humanity.  Jesus is 100% God 
and 100% man as one divine-human person. 

• He possessed all elements of authentic humanity as originally created by God, without 
sin. Thus we can speak of Jesus as human in body, soul, spirit, mind, and will. (See 
Matthew 26:38; Luke 2:40; 22:42; 23:46; Philippians 2:5). 

We should speak of Jesus as deity and humanity joined. 
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Christ’s humanity means that everything we humans can say of ourselves, we can say of Jesus 
in His earthly life, except for sin.  

• In every way that we relate to God, Jesus related to God, except that He did not need 
to repent or be born again.  Thus, when Jesus prayed, submitted His will to the Father, 
and spoke about God, He simply acted in accordance with His genuine humanity. 

• As Jehovah manifested in the flesh, Jesus is the only Savior (Isaiah 45:21-23; Matthew 
1:21-23). Thus, Jesus is the only name given for our salvation (Acts 4:12).   

• The Father was revealed to the world through the manifestation of Jesus, the Son, who 
was given the name of Jesus at birth, and the Holy Spirit comes to believers in the 
name of Jesus (Matthew 1:21; John 5:43; 14:26; 17:6). Thus, the apostles correctly 
fulfilled Christ’s command in Matthew 28:19 to baptize “in the name [singular] of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” by baptizing all in the name of Jesus. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT SALVATION 

Salvation is by grace through faith and not by human works (Ephesians 2:8-9). The atoning 
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ have made this gift available.  The doctrine of 
grace means that salvation is a free gift from God, which humans cannot merit or earn; in 
other words, salvation is God’s work in us.  

The doctrine of faith means that we receive God’s saving work by trusting in Jesus Christ 
enough to do what he asked us to do.  Faith is more than mental assent, intellectual 
acceptance, or verbal profession; it includes trust, reliance and application.  Faith is alive only 
through response and action; we cannot separate faith from obedience. (See Matthew 7:21-
27; Romans 1:5; 6:17; 10:16; 16:26; II Thessalonians 1:7-10.) Saving faith, then, is (1) 
acceptance of the gospel of Jesus Christ as the means of salvation, and (2) obedience to that 
gospel, which is the application of it. 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is His death, burial, and resurrection for our salvation (I Corinthians 
15:1-4). On the Day of Pentecost, the birthday of the New Testament church, the apostle 
Peter preached the first gospel sermon to the crowds who had gathered to observe the Spirit-
filled believers as they spoke in tongues and worshiped God.  He proclaimed the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Convicted of their sins by his simple yet powerful message, 
the audience cried out, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37). Peter, with the 
support of the other apostles, gave a precise and complete answer: “Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38). As this verse shows, we respond to the gospel, obey the 
gospel, or apply the gospel to our lives by repentance from sin (death to sin), water baptism 
by immersion in the name of Jesus Christ (burial with Christ), and receiving the Holy Spirit 
(new life in Christ). (See Romans 6:1-7; 7:6; 8:2, 10.) 
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Thus, Acts 2:38 is the comprehensive answer to an inquiry about New Testament conversion, 
expressing in a nutshell the proper response to the gospel. Not only did Jews from many 
nations on the Day of Pentecost receive the Acts 2:38 experience, but so did all other converts 
in the New Testament, including the Samaritans, the apostle Paul, the Gentiles at Caesarea, 
and the disciples of John at Ephesus. 
 
This response is the biblical expression of saving faith in Jesus Christ. (Mark 1:15; 16:16; John 
7:37-39; Acts 11:15-17.)  This threefold experience, viewed as an integrated whole, brings 
regeneration (which simply means spiritual rebirth and religious revival), justification, and 
initial sanctification. (I Corinthians 6:11; Titus 3:5).  The born-again experience of which Jesus 
spoke in John 3:3-5. The three steps are not human works that earn salvation but divine 
works of salvation in human lives.  
 
In each case, believers were baptized in the name of Jesus, even some who had previously 
been baptized another way. (See Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 19:3-5; 22:16.) The Epistles also 
allude repeatedly to the Jesus Name formula. (See Romans 6:3-4; I Corinthians 1:13; 6:11; 
Galatians 3:27; Colossians 2:12.) Moreover, the examples in Acts show that the baptism of the 
Spirit is for everyone and is accompanied by the initial sign of tongues. (See Acts 2:4; 10:44-
47; 19:6.) The experience signified by tongues is the promised outpouring of the  
Spirit (Acts 2:6-17, 33). 

 
A LIFE OF HOLINESS 

The pursuit of holiness is essential to the Christian life. “Follow peace with all men, and 
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14). God commands us to be 
holy in all our conduct because He is holy (I Peter 1:15-16). 

Being holy is a process of growth as we conform to the character and will of God. Although we 
are imperfect, we are growing into maturity. Throughout this process, we are holy in the sense 
of (1) separation from sin and (2) dedication to God. (Romans 12:1-2; II Corinthians 6:17-
7:1). 

Holiness is both inward and outward. (See I Corinthians 6:19-20; II Corinthians 7:1; I 
Thessalonians 5:23).  Thus, it encompasses thoughts and attitudes as well as conduct, speech 
and dress. The practices of holiness separate us from the world’s value system, namely, the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life (I John 2:15-17). 

Holiness is not a means of earning salvation but a result of salvation. We do not produce our 
own holiness, but we are partakers of God’s holiness (Hebrews 12:10). We are not saved by 
following certain rules but by our faith relationship with Jesus Christ, which issues forth in 
obedience and produces spiritual fruit. 

The Christian life is one of liberty, not legalism.  Instead of following the external law, we are 
motivated internally by faith, love, and the Holy Spirit, which produce greater dedication and 
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power than the law could impart.  In other words, Christians have freedom to make personal 
choices, but liberty does not mean we can choose to not follow moral law or scriptural 
teaching (Romans 6:15; 14; Galatians 5:13). 

All true holiness teachings are based on Scripture—whether specific statements or valid 
applications of principles to contemporary situations. We learn holiness from the inspired Word 
of God, anointed pastors and teachers who proclaim and apply the Word, and internal 
promptings and convictions of the Holy Spirit. 

• Holiness begins in the heart, as we develop the fruit of the Spirit, put away ungodly 
attitudes, and embrace wholesome thought. (Galatians 5:19-23; Ephesians 4:23-32; II 
Corinthians 10:5; Philippians 4:8). 

• Holiness includes proper stewardship of the body as the temple of the Holy Spirit. We 
are not to become gluttonous or use substances that defile, intoxicate, or addict. (I 
Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:12, 19-20).   

• We are to use our tongue for wholesome speech (James 1:26; 3:1-2; 4:11; 5:12).   
• We are to guard our eyes from evil. (See Psalm 101:2-3; 119:37; Matthew 6:22-23.) 

Because of the widespread display of evil in modern media, we must be particularly 
mindful of the dangers associated with television, movies, and the Internet. 

• Holiness extends to outward appearance and dress. (See Deuteronomy 22:5; I 
Corinthians 11:13-16; I Timothy 2:8-10). Biblical principles here include (1) modesty 
and (2) moderation in cost.  1 Timothy 2:9, In like manner also, that women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided 
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array. 

Other important aspects of holiness include justice and mercy in personal and social 
relationships; the sanctity of marriage and sexual relationships only within the marriage of one 
man and one woman; the sanctity of human life; honesty and integrity; wholesome fellowship, 
unity, accountability, and mutual submission to godly authority in the body of Christ. 

Holiness is an integral part of our salvation from the power and effects of sin. It is part of 
abundant life, a joyful privilege, a blessing from God’s grace, a glorious life of freedom and 
power.  The life of holiness fulfills God’s original intention and design for humanity. For the 
Spirit-filled believer, holiness is the normal—indeed the only—way to live. 
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HISTORY OF THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH IN AMERICA 

The Jesus Name message was renewed in the modern Pentecostal movement, which 
originated with a Bible school in Topeka, Kansas, in January 1901 led by Charles Parham and 
with the Azusa Street Revival in Los Angeles, California, from 1906 to 1908 led by William 
Seymour. Based on the examples in Acts, some early Pentecostals began to baptize in Jesus’ 
name, including Parham (1901), some in Los Angeles during the Azusa Street Revival (1907), 
and Andrew Urshan, a Persian immigrant in Chicago (1910). 
 
Two notable events led to the development of the Jesus Name message as a distinct 
movement: the Worldwide Camp Meeting in Arroyo Seco in April 1913 and the rebaptisms of 
Frank Ewart and Glenn Cook in April 1914. 
 
The Worldwide Apostolic Faith Camp Meeting was organized by R.J. Scott and George Studd 
and held at Arroyo Seco near Los Angeles, on a campground used by the Azusa Street Mission.  
The month-long meeting began on April 15, 1913, and perhaps two thousand people 
attended. 
 
The main speaker was Maria Woodworth-Etter, a well-known Pentecostal evangelist. 
Expectations were high, and 364 people received the Holy Spirit. Many miraculous healings 
occurred as Woodworth-Etter prayed “in the name of Jesus.” At a baptismal service Robert 
McAlister, a Canadian minister, explained that single immersion was the proper mode for 
baptism, not triple immersion.  As proof he cited the baptismal accounts in Acts.  The apostles 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ; they never baptized using the words “Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost,” as triple immersion requires. 
 
McAlister’s observation planted a seed in the minds of several people. A man named John 
Schaepe was so inspired that he spent the night in prayer.  Early the next morning he began 
running through the camp shouting that he had received a revelation of the power of the 
name of Jesus.  Quite a few campers were greatly stirred as Schaepe fervently explained his 
newfound understanding. 
 
Another man who was deeply impressed was Frank Ewart, originally from Australia, where he 
had been a Baptist bush missionary.  In 1903 he immigrated to Canada, in 1908 he received 
the Holy Spirit in Portland, Oregon, and in 1912 he became pastor of a Pentecostal mission in 
Los Angeles founded by William Durham.  Ewart had been studying the name and oneness of 
God for some time, so McAlister’s comments were especially intriguing to him.  Ewart invited 
him to his home, where they discussed the theological implications of using the name of Jesus 
in water baptism.  They concluded that when the apostles baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, they properly fulfilled Christ’s command to baptize in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost (Matthew 28:19). 
 
After the camp, Ewart began working in Los Angeles with McAlister and Glenn Cook, a noted 
evangelist who had been the full-time business manager of the Azusa Street Mission. These 
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men continued to study the name of Jesus and the doctrine of God.   After several months 
McAlister returned to Canada and shared their thinking with ministers there, particularly 
Franklin Small. At some point they also included in their discussions G.T. Haywood, a 
ministerial friend and a prominent African American pastor in Indianapolis. 
 
In November 1913 at a convention in Winnipeg, McAlister preached the first sermon on the 
name of Jesus in water baptism.  Small had charge of the baptismal service and baptized thirty 
new converts in the name of Jesus Christ. These were the first Jesus Name baptisms to result 
from the Arroyo Seco meeting. 
 
Back in Los Angeles, Ewart and Cook concluded that, following the apostolic pattern, water 
baptism should always take place with the invocation of the name of Jesus. They also 
concluded that Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are not three distinct persons but three 
manifestations of the one God, and Jesus is the revelation of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
The reason why there is such power when believers preach, pray, and baptize in Jesus’ name 
is that the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Jesus. 
 
To proclaim this message, Ewart and Cook pitched a tent and began meetings in Belvedere, 
California, just outside Los Angeles. On April 15, 1914, Ewart preached his first sermon on Acts 
2:38.  He proclaimed that the full message of salvation consists of repentance, water baptism 
in the name of Jesus Christ, and the baptism of the Holy Ghost; and he associated Jesus Name 
baptism with the oneness of God in Christ.  Then Ewart baptized Cook in the name of Jesus 
Christ, and Cook baptized Ewart. 
 
This action—the first rebaptism’s in the name of Jesus Christ—decisively identified Oneness 
Pentecostalism as a distinct movement. As the Jesus Name message was preached, a great 
revival broke out in Los Angeles. Many were miraculously healed and many received the Holy 
Ghost in the waters of baptism. Soon the Jesus Name message began to spread around the 
world.  
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW – THE APOSTLES DOCTRINE 

 

1. What does the term, doctrine mean: 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Explain the following: 
 

The Doctrine of God: 
_________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

The Doctrine of Jesus: 
_________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
The Doctrine of Salvation: 
_________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

The Doctrine of Holiness/Christian Living: 

_________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Name three scriptures that prove that God is absolute and indivisibly one God. 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 

4. Read Hebrews 12:14 and I Peter 1:15-16, the scripture show that holiness is essential 
to Christian Life.  What is the message in these two scriptures and how should we 
expect this to look in our lives? 
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______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. The lesson says that holiness is both inward an outward, what do you think that 
means? 
 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Is this statement, True or False (circle one).  Jews from many nations, converts in the 

New Testament, Samaritans, The Apostle Paul, Gentiles Caesarea, and the disciples of 
John at Ephesus all received the same Acts 2:38 Day of Pentecost experience. 
 

7. Robert McAlister a Canadian minister, explained the proper mode for baptism, for 
proof he cited the baptismal accounts in what book of the Bible (give the book and a 
scripture reference): 

___________________________________________________________________  
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GGWC’S DOCTRINAL STATEMENT 

We believe that the Bible is the inspired and infallible (unadulterated) word of God, written by 
holy men of old, as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

We believe in one God who is infinite in power, holy in nature, attributes in purposes, as well 
as omniscient and omnipresent. 

We believe that He was revealed to us as Father in creating, as Son in redemptions, and as 
the Holy Spirit in His comforting grace that never leaves those who trust Him. 

We believe that in Jesus, dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, for it pleased the 
Father that in Him should all the fullness dwell. 

We believe in the virgin birth.  Jesus was both human and divine.  He was God manifested in 
the flesh. 

We believe in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. We believe that He ascended on 
high and has sent His Spirit (the Holy Ghost), which was poured out at Jerusalem over 1900 
years ago and it is the same Spirit that is filling the hearts of those who diligently seek Him 
today. 

We believe in a holy, sanctified life.  We believe in divine healing, communion, and foot 
washing.  We believe also in the glorious catching away of the saints when Jesus returns in 
the clouds in glory to take His people to Heaven (the Rapture). 

Our chief Aim is to glorify the Savior, who is Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us that He 
might redeem us from all iniquity and purify until Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.     
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BORN OF THE SPIRIT 
HOLY GHOST EXPERIENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Scripture:  John 3:3-5 and 3:7 King James Version (KJV)  3 Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time 
into his mother's womb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  7 Marvel not that I said 
unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
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BORN OF THE SPIRIT 

Here are scriptures you should read that will help you to understand the Holy Ghost, why it is 
necessary for God’s children, and the benefits of having the Holy Ghost. 

• Vehicle through which we receive power (Acts 1:8) 
• Dwell in us (John 14:17; I Corinthians 6:9) 
• Teaches us all things and brings Jesus words to our remembrance (John 14:26) 
• Convicts of sin (John 16:8) 
• Guides us into all truth (John 16:13) 
• Sends our workers (Acts 13:4) 
• Forbids certain actions (Acts 16:6-7) 
• Intercedes (Romans 8:26) 
• Equips the believer with gifts (I Corinthians 12:1, 4-11; Ephesians 4:7, 12) 
• Manifested through fruit in the believer (Galatians 5:22-23) 

Read the following scripture text and underline the parts that you believe is important to 
understand the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Memory Scripture   Acts 2:37-41   King James Version (KJV) 

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the 
rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?   

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many 
as the LORD our God shall call. 

40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, save yourselves from this 
untoward generation. 

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls. 

You must believe (have faith) that the Holy Ghost is for you: 

• The Holy Ghost is a wonderful free gift.  You do nothing to deserve God’s special honor.  
You just have to accept it.  Jesus is waiting to give the Holy Ghost to you.  Luke 11:9-13 

• Ask God for the Holy Ghost and know that He will give it to you because His Word is 
true. 
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Acts 2:38-39,  

When Peter was 
asked, “what must I 
do to be saved”, the 

first thing He said 
was repent!  Repent 
and be Baptized in 
the Name of Jesus 

Christ for the 
remission of sin, ye 
shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost….” 

• See Jesus facing you with outstretched hands, and you stretching your hands out to 
meet Him with faith and praise. 
 

Although there is no secret formula for receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
here are six steps that you can take to prepare your heart to receive the free 
gift that God wants all believers to have. 

1. Acknowledge the need for the Holy Ghost. 
2. Thoroughly repent. Turn your back on sin.  Think how your past actions 

grieved God.  Ask God to forgive you of all your sins.  Have deep 
sorrow for every sin you committed. 

3. Firmly decide to commit your ways, thoughts and actions to God, 
Jesus must be your new Lord the “new boss” of your life. 

4. Remember God so loved you that He gave His only begotten Son so 
that you might be saved (John 3:16).  Jesus died for you.  He took your 
place. 

5. Be water baptized in the name of Jesus Christ in obedience to God’s 
Word.  This act of faith identifies you as a believer and declares that 
your sins have been buried and removed never to be remembered again by God.  

6. Forget your opinions, reject all thoughts that conflict with God’s word, accept God’s 
promises and trust Him one hundred percent. 

The work of the Holy Ghost in the Life of Jesus – When He walked on the earth as a man: 

• Jesus was born of the Spirit (Matthew 1:20; Luke 1:35) 
• Anointed by the Spirit (Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38) 
• Full of the Spirit (Luke 4:1) 
• Directed by the Spirit (Luke 4:1-2) 
• Raised from the dead by the Spirit (Romans 8:11) 
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When you feel the Spirit of God (God’s Presence) upon you, know that the 
transformation has begun be willing to accept God’s Spirit. 

1. You lips will begin to tremble and your voice may intensify.  Just stay focused 
on Jesus.  Continue to reach out to Jesus strong arms of his father.  You are 
reaching your heavenly Father.  Don’t let Him go! 

2. Surrender your tongue to the Holy Ghost. 
3. Allow God to express Himself through you in an unknown language.  Your 

human spirit is being reborn, cleansed, changed and re-made.  Enjoy it.  This 
is what you have been asking for! 

4. The Holy Ghost speaks in a clear flowing language. Continue to speak with 
boldness until you know you have received the power and joy of the Holy 
Ghost. 

 

Note:  You NEED the Holy Ghost to live in you, lead you into all truth, to bring Jesus’ words to 
your remembrance, convict you, give you power over sin, intercede for you, equip you with 
gifts and fruit, and make you a powerful witness of righteousness, peace and joy (Romans 
14:17). 
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW - BORN OF THE SPIRIT 

 

1. In your own words what does Acts 2:38-39 mean: 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What are the six steps that can help you prepare your heart to receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost: 

1._________________________________________ 

2.________________________________________ 

3.__________________________________________ 

4.____________________________________________ 

5._____________________________________________ 

6. ____________________________________________ 

 

3.  Should I expect a change in my life once I have the Holy Ghost?  Why or why not? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  There is nothing you can do to earn the Holy Ghost, True or False (circle one) 
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THE DISCIPLESHIP 
PROCESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Scripture:  John 8:30-31  KJV   30 As He spake these words many 
believed on Him. 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews that believed on Him, if ye 
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed. 
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THE DISCIPLESHIP PROCESS 

Then Jesus unveiled the organization through which the Great Commission would be carried out.  
He said He is going to build His Church (Matthew 16:18).  The church will be the community 
through which the world will be evangelized and discipled.  Instead of many solo Christians trying 
to fulfill the Great Commission on their own, the Great Commission will become the mission of this 
community called the church.”  Sure enough, in Acts 2, the first church becomes that redemptive 
community that organizes itself to lead people to Christ, and then it organizes itself to disciple 
those individuals into maturity of faith.      

Throughout the history of Christianity, the effectiveness of the local church has always been 
measured against the Great Commission.  The measuring rod is, “Is this local church leading 
people to Jesus and discipling new believers to be committed followers of Jesus Christ?”  In fact if 
you are looking for a church family, the #1 question ought to be, “Is the church evangelizing and 
growing these new believers to be committed followers of Jesus Christ who will lead people to 
Jesus?” 

Have you ever asked yourself, “What does a committed follower of Christ look like?  A lot of 
churches never ask that question, they don’t define the Bulls-eye!   

 

 

Here at Greater 
Grace Worship 

Center, we have a very specific BULL’S-EYE or targeted values.  Added to the values we will 
discuss in this chapter is, Evangelize, which should be automatic after discipleship, we will go 
back to the New Testament and emphasize the other four values that were present in the lives of 
believers in Acts Chapter 2.  The four values made that early church a supernatural community 
and we are committed to seeing these values fleshed out in your life.      

As I bring these four values into focus, I want to make sure you understand that adopting these 
four values in your new life is well worth any sacrifice that would be made. 

  

There was a farmer who was throwing a party at his farm.  During 
the party he called to his buddy and said, “Follow me” he took him 
to the side of his barn where he had painted eight targets and in the 
middle of each target was an arrow in the bull’s eye.  The farmer’s 
friend said, “Wow, you are an amazing archer!” to which the farmer 
replied, “No, you don’t understand.  I shoot the arrows first, and then 
I paint the target around the arrow.”     
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Value 1 - Exaltation 

Exalting the Name of Jesus is a priority at Greater Grace Worship Center.  We understand that 
we exist and have the opportunity for salvation, only because of him.  We also understand that 
as we exalt the name of Jesus, we give others an opportunity to experience this amazing new 
life. 

Value 2 - Edification 

Another priority for our members is that we want people to grow to be people of truth and 
fellowship.   

Our vision is that members that have busy lives, yards to mow, etc., would submit themselves on 
a regular basis, not only to the corporate teaching in Sunday morning service (11 am), Bible 
Study on Wednesday (7:30 pm) and in Sunday School (9:30 am), which are all extremely 
important, but we also want them to become private readers and hearers of the word of God.  
We want them to wash their minds and hearts daily with the Word of God so that the Word 
dwells richly within them and they become people who speak and live the truth. 

Also, those members would become people of fellowship. Now most churches talk about the 
concept of fellowship but they have no idea of what biblical fellowship is. 

Some people’s ideal of fellowship is eating together after service.  After an hour of eating 
together, they would bid each other goodbye by saying, “enjoyed the fellowship.”  Biblical 
community is about one word, “oneness!”  Not just the external where we do small talk and go 
our separate ways, but we open up our hearts to one another.  Oneness is what we mean by 
fellowship.   

There are members that have been in church for some time, on fire for the 
Lord, regular attendance and even began working at the church.  Then they 
take a job, start school, or enroll their children in activities that take them 
away from church.  They many times find themselves compromising their 
values regardless of what stage they are in their walk with Christ.  I believe 
that the distance from the people that would be their accountability partners, 
those that would notice if their fire was dimming, and those that would 
encourage and pray for them, no longer saw them.   

They become absorbed (literally) into the world.  The people they see on a 
regular basis are worldly, they party, and they drink, and use bad language.  
Once a person I knew had been missing for a couple of weeks and I decided 
to call and check in.  I was told that they were off of work the past Sunday, but 
just didn’t feel like coming to church that day.  This person used to feel like 
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they couldn’t miss even one service, but before long it was easy to stay 
home.   

You have to stay connected to the church.  You have to have a check in process until going to 
church becomes a way of life.  It is your responsibility to stay connected.  Yes it will be nice if 
someone kept up with you, but if they don’t, you know that if you get disconnected you are easy 
pickings for the enemy.  Stay connected! 

How does a person find oneness here at Greater Grace?  We have over 15 ministries where 
people do life together each week.  We will talk more about how you can be involved in 
ministries later.  It would be beneficial to find a mature Christian that can be your accountability 
partner.  This would be the person you call when you need encouragement, information, have 
been offended, or need to know how to join a ministry.  Greater Grace Core Services: 

Greater Grace Worship Center’s Important Weekly Services…….. 

 

Corporate Prayer, Sunday Morning 9:00AM 

Sunday School (Classes for Adults/Children) Sunday Morning at 9:30AM  

 

Corporate Prayer and Testimony, Wednesday evening 7:00PM 

Bible Study (Adult and Children’s Classes) Wednesday at 7:30PM 

 

Mature Christians will make every effort to participate in all learning opportunities. 

 

Value 3 – Employ (Use your gifts) 

Something else we’re passionate about is the concept of Servanthood through Spiritual Gifts.   

The Apostle Paul starts one of his letters by saying there’s only two things you need to know 
about me.  My name is Paul and I’m a servant of Jesus Christ. Paul’s statement reveals that the 
New Testament church must have servanthood in its DNA.  A New Testament church has to 
really believe what Jesus taught when he said that if you want your life to be filled with meaning 
and purpose, you will never find it through self-gratification.  You’ll only find true gratification by 
serving God by serving others.    
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But let me tell you what is in style these days.  It’s in style for people to go church looking to fill 
their needs, they want the church to feed them, to pray for them, to minister to them, fix their 
kids, counsel their spouse, and if the church does not make the grade then members will go 
down the street and see if they’ll get better attention.  I read a Sunday School lesson that said 
we develop a sense of entitlement and start thinking the ministry should take care of our needs, 
the whole thing is about “ME!” 

Scriptures know nothing of this, he doesn’t say, “I Paul, someone who wants his needs met all 
the time,” he says, “I Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ.”   

Greater Grace Worship Center is a healthy church and here’s why.  We have discovered that it’s 
not all about me and it’s not about you, it’s all about Jesus Christ and it’s about others, that is 
what is in our DNA.  True servants of Christ understand why they serve--we serve because we 
were served.  Once a person really understands the heart of Jesus and they get on board with 
servanthood, then scriptures teach that you need to serve intelligently!  You need to serve in 
the way God wired you.  You need to find out what your spiritual gifts are and employ 
them in the body of Christ.    

Some have the gift of leadership, so the person with this gift says, “This is the gift God has given 
me, I will lead.”  I’ll find a place of leadership in the church and I will lead.”  Another has a gift of 
teaching, “What do teachers do?” (Teach) but they servant teach, and there’s a big difference in 
someone standing in front of others and promoting themselves and their little agenda!  Servant 
teachers don’t do that!  Servant teachers prepare and give themselves in a teaching ministry to 
bless and build the hearts of others and to support the mission of the church. 

When you find your spiritual gift, whether it’s a teaching gift, a hospitality gift, a music gift, 
working with children, when you find that gift and you serve Christ by employing that gift, there’s 
a kind of spiritual power released in the church and it is a sight to behold.  If you need help 
getting into a ministry you can ask your accountability partner or any leader at the church. 

Value 4 – Extend 

Jesus said, Mark 10:45 “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many." 

One of the most remarkable things that happened in the Acts 2 church is a spirit of generosity 
broke out.  Acts 2 says, people took their money, property and possessions and they 
surrendered them to the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  Generosity broke out to such a degree 
that no one in the church had lack.   Extend means to trust the Lord and surrender your 
resources to kingdom building and the directive is for every child of God.  When people learn to 
trust the Lord and surrender their resources to his work and God uses them in a powerful way to 
further his kingdom, there is nothing quite like it, the local church, exalting the Lord, edifying 
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people who will eventually employ their gifts and extend generosity toward the church and their 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  

Everyone Read Together---I Chronicles 29:10-16 (As he prepared to build the temple of God). 
David understood:  

 Both riches and honor comes from God. 

• We do not offer wealth/riches to God—all comes from Him. 
• The abundance to build the house of God was provided by God. 

 
I remember when I first joined a church, I would hear the deacons say, “bring God an offering.”  
I used to think, God doesn’t need money.  Question:  Do you think God cares about money?  
Why or why not? 

God uses money for: 
 

1. Building the Kingdom of God (helping the local church achieve the God given vision).  
2. Providing for your needs or the needs of others (personal and ministry) which includes 

benevolence ministry which is generally tied to instruction on how to be a good steward 
of the resources God puts in your care. 

 
Where does he get it?  

1. Tithing (10%). Proverbs 3:9-10 (honor the Lord with your substance and with your first 
fruits) 

2. Freewill Offerings. What we give in offerings in addition to our tithes as the Lord blesses 
us. 

God blesses us with an income and we can keep for our own use 90 percent.  The remaining 
10 percent is tithes and we give it in support of the God’s church.  Ten percent would be 
sufficient if every earning member in the church gave it, however, studies show that most 
Christians give an average of 2%, because many have not learned good stewardship and have 
created for themselves a financial situation where their expenses are more than their income. 

The Bible also says, Luke 6:38, says, “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”  II Corinthians 
9:1-6, Shows us that the person that sows (gives) sparingly shall reap (receive) sparingly.   
Read the two accounts of the Parable of the Talents – Matthew 25:14-30 and Luke 19:12-27.  
The point of these parables:  
  

• Master had resources and took a journey 
• He entrusted some of the resources to his servants – per their ability (important). 

31 | P a g e  
 



 

• He came back and asked them to give an account of what he gave them (not just 
money-children, homes, cars, money, giftedness). 

• Different servants did different things with the resources. 
• The person that did not produce was called evil and the resources were taken back. 
• The person that put the resources to the best use was given more. 

 
What else does the Bible say about money? 
 

• I John 2:15-16  
• II Corinthians 8:7-12  
• Mark 4:18-20  
• Deuteronomy 8:11-14  
• Luke 12:15 
• Ecclesiastes 5:10, 13-16 

I run out of adjectives to describe the generosity of the people here at Greater Grace Worship 
Center and as a result we not only help the poor in amazing ways we can also finance the future 
of our local church. 

So there you have it, the bulls-eye, and a vivid picture of what we are trying to produce here at 
Greater Grace Worship Center.    

QUESTION: Describe what you think will be the benefits to your life and to the church if you 
adopt the values described in this chapter? 

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

My response, “We could literally change our city!”  

Here’s the truth!  Almost every church in America uses the Great Commission to build its’ 
mission statement.  Almost every church says they want to win people to Jesus and disciple 
them to be committed followers of Jesus Christ, but if you ask them what is their strategy, things 
begin to break down. 

How does Greater Grace Worship Center accomplish this goal?  We are edified (or trained) 
through Bible Study, Sunday School, and other leadership training opportunities.  You will also 
get information about conferences or classes specific to ministry, like usher training, music 
training, teacher training, etc.   Check the table in the foyer and listen for the announcements for 
upcoming training opportunities.  God opened many doors so you can be effective in your 
ministry tasks. 

  

32 | P a g e  
 



 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW – THE DISCIPLESHIP PROCESS 

 

1. What are the four values discussed in this chapter?  
 

1._________________________________ 
2._________________________________ 
3._________________________________ 
4.________________________________ 

 
 
2. We need to find out what our spiritual gifts are and ______________________in the 

church.  

 

3. True servants of Christ understand why they serve; we serve to 

__________________________.  

 

4. What does the term “extend” mean and who in the body of Christ is asked to 

extend? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Explain the moral of the story specifically told for Christians in the Parable of the 

Talents: 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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RECAP OF THE FOUR VALUES 
 
Scriptures related to the four values: 
 
• Exalt - Corporate Worship, Private Worship - Philippians 2:8-10 - And being 

found in fashion (appearance) as a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross! Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him and given him the name which is above every name. That at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven and things in 
earth, and things under the earth. 
 

• Edify our believers - II Peter 3:18 - We believe that a committed follower of 
Jesus Christ is growing in his walk with Jesus Christ. This means he is 
committed to the disciplines of spiritual growth. We believe that a committed 
follower of Jesus Christ is also committed to community with other believers. 
 

• Employ Our Gifts - Romans 12:6-8 - We believe that a committed follower of 
Jesus Christ seeks to discover his spiritual gift and use it to build up the body of 
Christ.  
 

• Extend Generosity - Philippians 4:11-19 - We believe that a committed follower 
of Jesus Christ is one who practices good stewardship with his/her time, talents 
and treasures. Matthew 6:21, where your treasure is, there your heart is also. 

 
Another value is evangelism.  Just like Jesus used someone to reach you with the 
gospel, He uses us to reach others.   

 
• Evangelize our world - Mark 16:15 - And, He said unto them, Go ye into all the 

world and preach the gospel to every creature. 
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YOUR BRAND 
NEW LIFE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Scripture:  Mark 10:14-16New International Version (NIV) 14 When Jesus saw 
this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I tell you, 
anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 
16 And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them. 
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YOUR BRAND NEW LIFE 

Welcome to your brand new life!  You are a new creature in Christ and have embarked upon 
the greatest adventure any human being can experience.  You have joined millions all over the 
world who have been supernaturally born into God’s eternal kingdom.  Your faith in the 
lordship of Jesus Christ, the commitment of your life to Him, and your obedience to His Word 
has brought about this wonderful event in your life, a new birth.  

1 Peter 1:23 King James Version (KJV)  23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever. 
The following will help you understand just exactly what has happened to you.  This is how 
Jesus first explained being born again to a ruler of the Jews:  

John 3:3-7 King James Version (KJV) 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he 
enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 

 

BORN INTO A NEW REALM 

Later, our Lord gave Peter the keys that would open the door to this same kingdom (Matthew 
16:19).  Under Christ’s authority, this specially appointed apostle proclaimed the first New 
Testament salvation message on the Day of Pentecost: 

Acts 2:38 King James Version (KJV) 

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Acts 2:38 helps us understand the nature of our new birth:  when we are baptized in Jesus 
name, we follow the command of Christ.  When we receive the Holy Ghost, with the evidence 
of speaking in other tongues, we are born of the Spirit.  Thus we have been born into the 
kingdom of God according to His eternal word. 
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BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER 

We have received the Father’s name in baptism and we have taken on the Father’s nature 
when we received His Spirit.  God has now become our father and we have become His 
children.  It was John the apostle who said: 

John 1:12 King James Version (KJV) 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave He power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his name: 
1 John 3:1 King James Version (KJV) 
3 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, 
because it knew him not. 
1 John 3:2 King James Version (KJV) 
2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is. 

 

Paul explained to the Romans their new relationship with their heavenly father this way: 

Romans 8:14-16 King James Version (KJV) 
 
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have 
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of 
God: Thus we have become God’s children through faith! 

 

GROWING UP IN THE HOUSE 

Ephesians 2:19-22 King James Version (KJV) 

19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God; 
20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone; 
21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in 
the Lord: 
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22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit. 

1 Peter 2:5 King James Version (KJV) 

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

The above scriptures teach us that we are members of God’s household.  We are lively 
stones, builded together with God’s people for “an habitation of God through the spirit.”  This 
spiritual house is called “God’s building” (I Corinthians 3:9).  Our Father’s house is none other 
than the church. 

1 Timothy 3:15 King James Version (KJV) 

15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave 
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar 
and ground of the truth. 

As you discover the “rooms: in your Father’s house, you will be thrilled at the great treasures 
that are found in each of them.  Behind every door is a precious spiritual truth that will be of 
benefit to you both now and forever.  In time, as you become acquainted with God’s house, 
you will begin to feel very much at home.  In the church you will find: 

Door 1 - Fellowship:  Sharing joys and sorrow with the family of God (your new family) -
encouragement and support from those who really care. 

Door 2 – Food and Fortification:  Wholesome, spiritual nourishment through the teaching and 
preaching of the Bible which you will find at Sunday School, Bible Study and Sunday Worship 
Service. Strength to overcome spiritual enemies and power to live victoriously in and ungodly 
world. 

By partaking of available fellowship, food and fortification we mature in Christ.  The more we 
do it the faster we grow up and mature.  Maturing in a spiritual realm is much like our 
development in the natural realm.  We must realize that no matter what our natural age may 
be, we have been born babes into God’s Kingdom. 

A BABE IN CHRIST – WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? 

Hebrews 5:11-14 King James Version 

11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye 
are dull of hearing. 
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12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one 
teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are 
become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 
13 For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for 
he is a babe. 
14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by 
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

 

LEARNING TO UNDERSTAND 

As a babe grows into a child and on to maturity, it grows in its ability to understand. You too, 
are a babe in the spirit.  Your life is just beginning.  You will gain a deeper understanding of 
your heavenly Father and your Father’s house as you age in the spirit.  Unlike the natural, your 
maturity is not determined solely by the days, months and years, but is affected primarily by 
your diligence in seeking to know your heavenly father and His plans for your life.  He will 
reward your heart’s search by opening your understanding.  This, in turn, will build your 
confidence and security in your Father’s love.  These are absolutely essential elements in any 
good home -- confidence and security.  As you learn of Him, you will become more at home in 
your Father’s house. 

The insecurities of an adopted child can be compared to the insecurities we often have as a 
newcomer to God’s family.  Although we are God’s children, because we have entered into 
new and unfamiliar surroundings, there is much adjusting to do.  We have brought with us a 
collection of haunting memories, sinful experiences, bad habits, and wrong ways of looking at 
things.  Our spiritual adoption may be closely associated with the physical adoption of a child 
in this same sense.  Both will undergo great changes of environment, develop new habits, 
ideas and new experiences. 

As a carnal mind is continually stripped of its lawless freedom to indulge in fleshly passions, it 
will fight the source of opposition. Romans 8:7 says, “..the carnal mind (which is that mind we 
brought with us to our new home) is enmity against God…” (I Corinthians 3:1).  Or, in other 
words, the mind which is set on gratifying the passions of the flesh is hostile toward God.  It 
has no desire for this new home and this new relationship because it means the end of a 
lawless life of self-indulgence.   

It is a direct opposition to the spiritual minded man which feeds on truth and love.  Its’ influence 
will prove to be destructive to spiritual understanding.  It likes the old home better.  The things 
of God are revealed to us by His Spirit and we should not obey the natural inclinations of a 
corrupted mind.  We must embrace the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.   
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LEARNING TO EAT 

Each of us must start with the milk of God’s Word (I Peter 2:2).  It is pure and full of all the 
nutrition a young child will need.  However, if you try to digest too much too soon, it will only 
lead to a spiritual indigestions and frustrations.  Enjoy your meals as God gives them to you.  
He will feed you as you are able to bear it.  Depend on Him and He will help you.  “…grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ…” (II Peter 3:18) 

 

LEARNING TO WALK 

There has never been an infant that was able to stand up on its weak little legs and 
immediately begin to walk.  First a baby will crawl, stand, stagger, stumble and even fall down 
a few times before it is finally able to walk.  Likewise, you will encounter similar experiences in 
your spiritual walk.   If you get over confident and try to go faster than your legs will carry you, 
you are headed for a tumble.  Do not expect your spiritual legs to develop overnight.  Do not 
become discouraged over the first few mistakes you make.  On the other hand, under 
confidence will keep you from even trying to take a few steps.   

No parent would give up on a baby who did not get up and walk the first few months after it is 
born.  Remember that the loving response of an earthly parent is only a shadow of the love 
and concern your heavenly Father has for you.  Be patient with yourself and allow Jesus to 
lead you one step at a time. 

It is very important for every new Christian to realize that their maturity in the Lord will take 
many days, weeks, months, and years.  This is only the beginning of an exciting new 
adventure for you.  It is God’s will and our desire. 

Ephesians 3:17-19 King James Version (KJV) 

17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, 
18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height; 
19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 
filled with all the fullness of God. 
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TIPS FROM SEASONED CHRISTIANS 

Here are a few tips you might find helpful and will enable you have the best chance to endure 
to the end. 

Tip 1:  Know that becoming a Christian and receiving the Holy Ghost does not automatically 
make you strong enough to hang with people that are not striving to live holy and grow in the 
Lord.  One principle described in the Bible is that bad association spoils useful habits.  If you 
want to mature in Christ your associations should model what God wants you to be.  You have 
to let go of your worldly relationships and begin building new spiritual relationships. (I John 
2:15). 

There comes a time in your life, when you walk away from all the drama and people who 
create it. You surround yourself with people who make you laugh and contribute to your 
growth and development. Forget the bad and focus on the good.  Love the people who 
treat you right, pray for the ones who don't.  Life is too short to be anything but happy. 
Falling down is a part of life, getting back up is living." Author unknown, 

Tip 2:  Know that everyone in the church is at different levels, some are saved, some are not, 
and some are saved and not yet mature.  Just like there are good and bad people in the world, 
there are good and bad people in the church.  The Bible describes them as wheat and tares 
and that he is allowing them to grow up together for the wheat’s sake. (Matthew 13:25-30) 

Tip 3:  Know that God has planted in you a seed/charge to help in the building of the Kingdom 
of God.  If there is something he has showed you that could work better in the house he placed 
you in, than it may be that He wants you to help fix the problem. (Jeremiah 1:5)  

Tip 4:  Know that the leadership team is here to help you to grow.  Don’t be afraid to ask 
questions about anything you don’t understand.  If we don’t have an answer to your question 
we will direct you to someone that knows the answer. (Proverbs 27:17) 

Tip 5:  Know that there are things you can do to ensure you grow/mature in Christ and become 
a powerful vessel submitted and used by the Lord, 1) attend church each Sunday, 2) take 
advantage of all Bible learning activities, including, Bible Study (Wednesday Night at 7:30 pm) 
and Sunday School (Sunday Morning at 9:30 am), and 3) attend other services as available, 
Women and Men’s ministry, Singles ministry, Marriage Ministry, and others as needed. 
(Hebrews 10:25) 
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW – YOUR NEW LIFE 

1. In John 3, Jesus explained being born again to Nicodemus, what illustration did he use to 
describe just what he meant when he said, you must be born again? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Hebrews 5:11-14 explains what it means to be a newborn or babe in Christ, read it and 
explain it in your own words: 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Name one of the scriptures that show we have now become “children of God” or “Sons or 
God”: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. There are three things that we must learn to do now that we have been born again, what 
are they? 

1. Learn to ______________ 
2. Learn to ______________ 
3. Learn to ______________ 
 

5. Why it is not good to be friends with people that are not striving to live a godly life and 
what impact can relationships with these people have on your spiritual growth? Does this 
mean I have to let go of all of my really good unsaved friends?  Why or why not? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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YOU ARE MY WITNESSES 
EVANGELISM 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Key Scripture:  Acts 1:8 KJV  Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
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YOU ARE MY WITNESSES (EVANGELISM) 

 

This section will share a bit more about evangelizing, the value we touched on in previous 
chapters and is as important as the four values already introduced.  All Christians are called to 
witness.  I want to share with you a little four point strategy for reaching people outside the walls 
of this church. 

Step #1 -  Build a Relationship 

Our little story begins with a man named Sam. We will call him Sacramento Sam.  Now for you 
it may be Stockton Stanley or Natomas Nancy or Roseville Rhonda.  You all know the type, 
God is off their radar.  How are we going to take a person like that turn them into committed 
followers of Jesus Christ?  How are we going to reach people like these?  Well at some point, 
some believer has to care enough about a friend, neighbor, colleague, or family member to 
actually reach out and build a genuine, caring, fun relationship with them.  The follower of 
Christ has to be so convinced that life with Jesus really is the pearl of great price that he or she 
is willing reach out and build a redemptive relationship.   

Now you’d think that Christians would love to do this.  But amazingly enough, what happens 
over time is, Christians come to a church and align with the family of God.  They begin to learn 
to speak the same language, sing the same songs, and in a very short period of time, they get 
comfortable and forget to reach out and build relationships with their friends, family and 
neighbors or they feel that building a relationship may cause them to slip back into the world.   

Angel’s story--So, for the first year, Angel worked very hard to build a relationship with Sam 
and his daughter.  Not a particular spiritual relationship at first, but just being a friend and 
sharing tickets to event, helping to resolving problems, being for them when there was an 
illness or a death by bringing food, sending a card, and guess what has happened?  A real 
friendship formed, relationship filled with integrity and trust.   

Step #2 – Boldly share a verbal witness 

When an authentic relationship has been established and there’s trust, the next step is to 
Boldly Share A Verbal Witness.   

Angel’s conversation went like this.  “You know Sam.  We have been friends for several 
months now and I want to tell you something about me.  Jesus Christ has changed my life.   
And Sam, I know He would love to do the same for you.  If you are interested in talking more 
about how that can happen for you, I’m available.” 

Angel gave her verbal witness, and this was Sam’s response to her, “You know Angel, I 
appreciate what you are saying but I’m really doing fine.  My family is good, my job is good, 
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everything is going well for us.  I still want to remain friends but I’m really not ready for that kind 
of thing.”    

Step #3 Bring Sam to Sunday Service 

The Sunday morning experience…..Let me tell you what happened to Sam…….. 

You see, it was a combination of 1) Building a relationship 2) Boldly sharing a witness 3) and 
Bringing Sam to a weekend service that finally won Sam to Christ.   

This is critical to our mission here at Greater Grace Worship Center, because if steps 1-3 
break down, if our believers aren’t building redemptive relationships with their friends, and 
sharing their faith and partnering with us by bringing them to services, our whole vision breaks 
down.   

Step #4 –Belong to the family of God 

Sam has given his life to Christ, but he still has a long way to go before he becomes a 
committed follower.  This is where we enter the discipleship phase of our strategy.  Notice, 
steps 1-3 are all about evangelism, step 4 is all about discipleship and what the new convert 
needs to learn: 

• Learn to be part of the Greater Grace Worship Center family. 
• Learn about how to employ their spiritual gift. 
• Learn about the importance of communion and baptism. 
• Learn about the ministries of the church. 
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW - THE FOUR MISSION STRATEGY  

 
1. __________________ a relationship 

 
 

2. ___________ a verbal witness 
 

 
3. __________________ to a weekend Sunday School (9:30 AM), Sunday 

Service (11:00 AM) and Wednesday Bible Study (7:30 PM) 
 

 
4. __________________ to a family 

 

 

Bonus Question:  What do you think will happen if each person at Greater Grace 

Worship Center committed themselves to actions that build a redemptive relationship 

with one person that does not know Christ:   

 

  

Action 1 

Action 2 

Action 3 
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MINISTRIES AT GREATER GRACE WORSHIP CENTER 

Ministries at Greater Grace Worship Center recruit and train all the time.  You can review the 
ministry brochures to see which ministry you would like to be a part of once you complete the 
new member’s class.  If you would like to know more about the ministry, please see the 
ministry head or request a ministry brochure from the office.   
 

Administration/Building Services 
Ethel Foster 

 
Berean Ministry/Christian Education Ministry/Nursery/New Members 

Lisa Miller 
 

Bold Ministry 
David Collins 

 
All About Christ Christian Book Store 

Gwendolyn Martin 
 

Deacon Board 
Sean Nunn 

 
Greeters/Ushers/Security 

Conrad Williams 
 

Holy Ghost Ministry 
Elder Kelly Hairston 

 
Media/Drama Ministry 

Ben Hibbler 
 

Men’s Ministry 
Brian Miller 

 
Ministry of Singles 

Vacant 
 

Ministerial Alliance/Altar Services  
Tricial Tisdale 

 
Outreach/Food Ministry 

Billie Mason/Vivian Washington 
 

Pastoral Care Ministry 
Kathy Hill 
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Praise Dance Ministry 
Vacant 

 
Puppet Ministry 
Kenya Hibbler 

 
School of Ministry and the Bible 
Irene Johnson/Florence Howard 

 
Women and Warriors of Wisdom/Senior Ministry 

Barbara Rhinehart 
 

Women’s Ministry 
Katrina Littlejohn 

 
Youth Ministry 

Trecina Littlejohn 
 

 

Log on to the GGWC website this week.   

HOME WORK:   Visit www.ggwc.net and be prepared to describe what you can learn from the 
site.   

What information did you find on the Greater Grace website: 

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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GGWC COMMITMENTS 
I WILL DECIDE TO BE A FUNCTIONING MEMBER:  It’s not membership as in a civic 
organization or a country club.  It’s the kind of membership given to us in I Corinthians 12.  
“Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular’. (I Cor. 12:27).  Because I am a 
member of the body of Christ, I must be a functioning member, whether I am an “eye,” an 
“ear,” or a “hand.”  As a functioning member, I will study, I will seek to be a blessing to others, 
and I will remember that “if one member suffers, all the members suffer with him or her; if one 
member is honored, all the members rejoice with him or her” (I Cor. 12:26). 

I WILL BE A UNIFYING MEMBER:  I will seek to be a source of unity in my church.  I know 
there are not perfect pastors, staff, or other church members.  But neither am I.  I will not be a 
source of gossip or dissension.  One of the greatest contributions I can make is to do all I can 
in God’s power to help keep the church in unity, for the sake of the gospel. 

I WILL NOT LET THE CHURCH BE ABOUT ME:  I will not let my church be about my 
preference and desires.  That is self-serving.  I am a member in this church to serve others 
and to serve Christ.  My Savior went to a cross for me.  I can deal with any inconveniences 
and matters that just aren’t my preference or style. 

I WILL PRAY FOR MY CHURCH LEADERS:  I will pray for my pastor every day.  I 
understand that the pastor’s work is never ending.  His days are filled with numerous demands 
that bring emotional highs and lows.  He must deal with critics.  He must be a good husband 
and father.  Because my pastor cannot do all things in his own power, I will pray for his 
strength and wisdom daily. 

I WILL LEAD MY FAMILY TO BE A HEALTHY CHURCH MEMBER:  I will lead my family to 
be good members of this church as well.  We will pray together for our church.  We will worship 
together in our church.  We will serve together in our church.  And we will ask Christ to help us 
fall deeper in love with this church because He gave His life for her.  

I WILL TREASURE CHURCH MEMBERSHIP AS A GIFT.  This membership is a gift.  When I 
received the free gift of salvation through Jesus Christ, I became a part of the body of Christ.  I 
soon thereafter identified with a local Body and was baptized.  And now I am humbled and 
honored to serve and to love others in our church.  I pray that I will never take my membership 
for granted, but see it as a gift and an opportunity to serve others and to be a part of something 
so much greater than any one person or member. 

I_______________________agree to the commitments described in scripture and in the 
mission of the church. 
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WHY DO WE HAVE THESE COMMITMENTS 

Simply put, we become what we're committed to.  Many people are half committed to a dozen 
different things, but if you really want to make an impact with your life, you've got to learn to be 
totally committed to a few things rather than half committed to a dozen things.   

Part of the job of a pastor is to help you sort out the priorities for your new life and make the 
right commitments.   

Please feel free to call the church office or talk to any church member if you have questions or 
need assistance finding specific information.  Also visit the website to find more information 
about the ministries and services offered at Greater Grace Worship Center.  For appointments, 
please call our church office at the number below.   

 

Greater Grace Worship Center (GGWC) 
5550 Sky Parkway 

Sacramento, CA  95823 
www.ggwc.net 

(916) 395-0179 Office 
 

Pastor:  Bishop David C. Foster, Sr. 

 
 

Church Administrator: Ethel Foster (916) 395-0179 (M-F 10am – 3pm)  
New Member Coordinator:  Monique Hill (916) 395-0179 x 108 

Children’s Education – Min. Sandra Hill/Yolanda Carter 
Adult Education - TBD 

Nursery – Deborah Williams 
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